CAVORTING K9s RETREAT

Does your dog enjoy dog parks & off leash areas? [image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]Or frequent fields where foxes & coyotes are known to habitate?

Does your dog enjoy doggie daycare? [image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.wmf]Or visit the groomer’s occasionally? 
Does your dog often travel with you to “high risk” climates?[image: image5.wmf]
[image: image6.wmf]Or stay at a kennel on a regular basis?
If you can check off any of the above,  [image: image7.wmf]
Your dog can be exposed to lice & fleas (as well as internal parasites), unless you have Fido on a preventative treatment program.  All of these places, no matter how urban or how clean they are, can be host to a variety of parasites.  There is always a risk of bringing the unwanted critters home, no matter how well cared for the dog is.

Fleas can remain dormant in the environment for lengthy periods of time, until conditions are good.  Once an infestation is recognized, the whole environment is likely in need of treatment, not just the infected animal.

Lice, on the other hand, are very host specific & cannot survive away from their host for more than 24-36 hours.  Sucking lice are blind & slow moving, making it very difficult to latch on to another host moving through the environment.  Transmission occurs from direct contact of the host dog to the uninfected dog, usually through play, close living quarters or unclean grooming utensils.  While not common on healthy animals, infestations can occur on poorly nourished dogs.  Symptoms manifest as severe itching (which may damage skin & coats & lead to poor sleep habits, due to constant scratching).  In heavy infestations, anaemia & loss of condition may occur.  Treatment is the simple use of insecticides in the form of dips, sprays or shampoos.  Adequate nutrition also makes the dog less susceptible to lice and adding additional Vitamin B to the dog’s diet can help fight these infestations.
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Due to the highly interactive nature of the Retreat,

(& for your dog’s health & well-being)

we strongly recommend:

1. Shots are up-to-date,

2. Vaccinating for canine cough,

3. A preventative program for lice/fleas (such as Revolution or Advantage).

